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JAN SCHNEIDER _ '
. ]
Sarasota, Florida 34236, . COUKZEL
Complainant, :
Y. MUR No. é 54‘9
MICHAEL J. FOX .- SE“srr'w
Sarassta, Florida 34236 '
and
FOX 41, LLC
'
Sarasota, Florida 34236 E -
; 3 Zgh:
Registered Agent: h 5 %J:&“
FTimothy S. Shaw ' :»i'n'r’z :.
50 Central Avennf,Snitem > Eggr:’
Respondents. , ~

COMPLAINT
This Complaint concerns a giant outdoor advertising sign emblazoned with "Defeat
Obama in 2012” erected at a major intersection in Sarasota, Florida. This sign, touted as the first
of 10,000 to go up throughout the country, is attracting national attention. The sign has no

disclaimer as required by federal law.
PARTIES

1. Complainant Jan Schneider, whose present address is set forth above, regularly votes

in federal elections.
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2. Respondent Michael J. Fox (hereinafter “Fox™), whose address is set forth above, is a
local investor in Sarasota, Florida, with claimed close ties to brothers Charles and David Koch.
Mr. Fox is the sole manager/member of Respondent Fox 41, LLC.

3. Respondent Fox 41, LLC (“Fox LLC"), whose principal place of business is indicated
above, is a limited liability company formed under the law of the State of Florida on January 5,
2012,

. FACTS _

4. On or about January 12, 2012, Respondent Fox LLC purchased a commercial property
located at 50 N. Temiami Trail, Sarasata, Flonida 34236 This property has fiontege on the
highly-traveled Tamiami Trail, U.S. Route 41, near a majar intersection.

S. Shorﬂyaﬁuﬂﬁpnmhme,kupondﬂnFoxmdlorRespondeoxLLCawtedon
the property a large, double-sided sign containing en electioneering commmumication. Both sides
of the sign state in big, bold, red letters “Defieat Obama in 2012.” Attached hereto as Exhibit A
is a picture of the sign from a local publication, “First of 10,000 Defeat Obama Signs Installed,”

. SRQ Times, Mar. 7, 2012. The sign is on a very tall post close to the roadside, and one side or

the other is readily visible to traffic in both directions on Route 41 and from side streets.

6. Besides the message quoted in paregsaph 5 above, the sign eentains no ethur
infaamaticm on eithes side. In perticular, it fails to thalicibr (23 whethes or not this
electioneering ccunmunicatien is asthorized by a candidate, an sutherived sommistes of &
cemdidate or an agent of either; or (b) who paid for the siga.

7. A representative of Respondent Fox LLC has indicated to local news sources that
Respondent Fox had the “Defeat Obama in 2012” sign hung because "he believes that President
Barack Obama and the current administration is subverting the Constitution.” The same
representative has also reportedly stated that this is the first of 10,000 such signs that Respondent
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Fox!mpu“ﬁﬂbeaecmdthrmgﬁoutﬂwwmnybefomlndcpmdeayandﬁmhuﬂm
Respondent Fox has established a fund to offset the costs of the signs. See Exh. A supra.
LAW

8. The Federal Election Campaign Act, Pub. L. 92-225, 108 Stat. 86 Stat. 3,2 U.S.C.
5431 ef seq., as amended by the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 2002 (“McCain-Feingold
Act”), Pub. L. 107-155, 116 Stat. 81, regulates financing of federal election campaigns, including
through disclosure, disclaimer and reporting reguirements. Settion 441d, known as the
discimioner pavision, tieals with publiodtien and diswéinitien of stricmmnts and solicitations.
Suliseetion (n) of § 441d regpines that whanever “zny penmn” mukes a dishnsemext “£or the
purpose of financing commimicaticas exprrssly advocating the election or defeat of a clearly
These include: | |

(3) if not authorized by a candidate, an authorized political committee of a candidate, or

ifs sgemts, shall clearly state the name and permanent street address, telephone number, or

Warld Wide Web address of the person who paid for the communication and state that

the communication is not authorized by any candidete or candidaie’s committee.
Subsection (d) adds fixrther specifications, including that: the statement must be in 2 clearly
readable type size; it must be contaitwed in a printed box set apart from the rest of the contents of
mwuﬁmmnmmuﬁmduimam&mumhmmm
backgronnd. Seu also 11 CFR. § 110.11.

' 9. The disclaimer requiremouts of § 441d were specifically ypheld as applicd in Citicens
Unifed v. Federal Election Comm'n, 130 S.Ct. 876, 914-16 (2010). The Supreme Court found
that disclaimers help insure that voters are informed about the sources of electioneering
communications in order to be able to evaluate the arguments to which they are being subjected.

10. The “Defeat Obama in 2012” sign fails to comply with the statutory requirements for
electioneering communications and implementing provisions in the Code of Federal Regulations.
3
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Whatever their vi'em on a federal candidate (in this case, obviously, President Barack Obama),
voters have a right to know who MMWo:pﬁdfmmdecﬁoneuingmmuﬁmﬁonin
order better to evaluate the message.

WHEREFORE, Complainant respectfully requests that the Federal Election Commission
investigate the apparent violation of federal campsign finance law that has occurred with respect
to the electioneering communication on Tamiami Trail in Sarasots, Florida, identified above and

to the reputed 9,999 additional violations reportedly aboat to ocour around the country.

STATEOFFLORIDA )
) SS:
COUNTY OF SARASOTA )

Signed and sworn to before me this_| Y day of March 2012 by Jan Schoeider, who is

persemally knosrn to me.
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Exhibit A

100 SIGNS
ONI.Y $99

" fuli Ponfies Saasy b Rarith Whase
! utt Serascts Give Susa St anvthey
st

g 599,200 -2 2254 Conmision B0,
Ssreste R, 3439

924,900 5 GEF ttiy tyme O, Sorumta
R.Jeu

i .
i -msnu-pmmm
i [




